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Croatia (614), and Macedonia (FYROM) (595) (Ćurčić et
al., 2003). Species richness, however, depends not only on the
size of regions, but also on the extent of exploration by arane-
ologists. Best represented are the families Linyphiidae (156
species), Lycosidae (62 species), Gnaphosidae (59 species),
Salticidae (49 species), Araneidae (48 species), Theridiidae (42
species), and Thomisidae (37 species) (Ć u r č i ć  et al., 2003).
The goal of the present study is to give a critical systemat-
ic revue and zoogeographic analysis of spiders collected from
15 localities in Serbia, based on intensive field research and
new data accumulated (Table 1). All collected spider species are
new to the araneofauna of Serbia, and one species is new to sci-
ence.
Altogether, 20 species classified into 17 genera and eight
families (Dysderidae, Theridiidae, Linyphiidae, Araneidae, Ly-
cosidae, Amaurobiidae, Clubionidae, and Philodromidae) were
collected during these field studies. The total number of spider
species presently known from Serbia is now 638 (or 3.24 %
more than identified by D e l t s h e v  et al., 2003) while the
number of genera is now 17, or 8.09 % more. The newly col-
lected Dysderidae represent 11.70 % of the species mentioned
by D e l t s h e v  et al. (2003). For other families, these figures
as follows: Theridiidae – 2.38 %, Linyphiidae – 5.76 %, Arane-
idae – 2.08 %, Lycosidae – 6.45 %, Amaurobiidae – 11.11 %,
Clubionidae – 6.25 %, and Philodromidae – 5.26 % (Table 1).
The material collected is classified into eight families (or
4.94 % of the total families known in Serbia) and 17 genera (or
8.09 % of the total genera) (Ć u r č i ć  et al., 2003, 2004; Delt-
shevet al., 2003). 
Spiders are well represented on the territory of Serbia, but
the species are distributed unequally in different areas and dis-
tricts. A we have already indicated, the number of established
species (635), genera (224), and families (36) in Serbia is rela-
tively high compared to the number of spiders recorded from
other countries of the Balkan Peninsula. The diversity of the
Serbian araneofauna underlines the fact that the Balkans are
characterized by enormous species richness, including forms of
different age and origin. Zoogeographically, widely distributed
taxa dominate; this fact points to an intensive process of con-
stant colonization. Endemic species both reflect the local char-
acter of the fauna and emphasize the decisive influence exerted
by the genesis and evolution of relief of the Balkan Peninsula
on the origin and historical development of its spider fauna. The
phenomenon of endemism can be regarded as a result of numer-
ous paleo-environmental changes in the area studied since the
Mesozoic era.
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